
55th Conhress, ) HOUSE OF EEPEESENTATIVES. ( Eeport 
2d Session. ) (No. 1225. 

MAEY M. WALEATH. 

April 25, 1898.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Barber, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, submitted the 
following 

REPORT. 

[To accompany H. R. 6714.] 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. E. 6714) granting an increase of pension to Mary M. Walrath, have 
examined the same and the evidence relating thereto aud respectfully 
report: 

This bill as amended proposes to increase from $8 to $24 per month 
the pension of Mary M. Walrath, of Syracuse, N. Y., the widow of 
Ezra L. Walrath, who served as colonel of the Twelfth New York 
Infantry from May 2 to September 25, 1861, and as captain, major, and 
lieutenant colonel One hundred and fifteenth New York Volunteers 
from August 18, 1862, to June 17,1865. The records show that he was 
wounded in left side by shell at Malvern Hill August 16, 1864, and 
that he was treated in hospital for that wound and also for dysentery. 

Soldier filed and established a claim for pension on account of shell 
wound of left side and was pensioned therefor at $12.50 (one-half total 
of rank as major) from discharge, and at $18.75 (three fourths total of 
rank) from June 9, 1880, until his death, which occurred June 26,1894, 
as shown by an abstract from the public records, as result of “asthenia, 
congestion of lungs from an old injury of side, embolism, and aphasia.” 

Medical evidence on file tends to corroborate the record and to show 
that the injury to side was at least a factor in producing death. 

Evidence filed with this committee shows that the claimant is in very 
feeble health, having double inguinal hernia, indigestion, malassimila- 
tion, and bronchitis, and is in fact almost a total wreck physically; that 
her mind is unbalanced and weak, and that she requires constant and 
unremitting care, being totally disabled in both body and mind. Also 
that she has no property except a home in which she and her daughter 
live, and no income or means of support except her pension of $8 per 
month. In her physical and mental condition it is necessary for her 
daughter to be with her constantly to care for her, and in consequence 
of that she is unable to earn anything for their support. 

Claimant was married to the soldier May 2, 1848, and is about 70 
years of age. A bill was favorably reported from this committee in 
the Fifty-fourth Congress to give this claimant $25 per month. 
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Since it appears from the evidence that the claimant is mentally 
unsound, it is advisable to provide for the payment of the pension to a 
guardian or committee. 

It is evident that the widow is entitled to a pension of $24 per 
month, as your committee is satisfied the soldier’s death resulted from 
his army service, and that is the total of his rank at the time the disa¬ 
bility was incurred. 

The bill is reported back with the recommendation that it pass when 
amended as follows: 

In lines 4 and 5, strike out the words “of the United States.” 
In line 8, strike out “thirty” and insert in lieu thereof “twenty- 

four.” 
In lines 9 and 10, strike out the words “from and after the passage 

of this act such pension to be.” 
At the end of line 10 add the words “ same to be paid to the duly 

appointed committee of her person and estate.” 
Amend the title so it will read: “ A bill granting an increase of pension 

to Mary M. Walrath.” 

State of New York, County of Onondaga, ss: 

In the matter of the pension claim of the widow of Ezra L. Walrath, major One 
hundred and fifteenth New York Volunteers. 

On this 18th day of December, A. D. 1896, personally appeared before me, a notary 
public in and for the aforesaid county, duly authorized to administer oaths, Caius 
A. Weaver, aged 52 years, a resident of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga and 
State of New York, whose post-office address is 206 Bastable Block, Syracuse, N. Y., 
well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who, being duly sworn, 
declared m relation to aforesaid case as follows: 

He was personally acquainted with said Ezra L. Walrath during his life, and had 
known him well and intimately for twenty-five years prior to his death. Since his 
death said deponent has been the legal adviser of said Mary M. Walrath and her 
daughter, Jenney E. Walrath, who lives at home with said Mary M. Walrath; that 
deponent has a full and intimate knowledge of the financial condition of said Mary 
M. Walrath, and also knows from appearance the mental and physical condition of 
said Mary M. Walrath; that said Mary M. Walrath has no personal property except 
a small amount of household furniture, and she has no income from any source except 
a pension of $8 per month, granted to her under the act of Congress of June 27, 
1890, and there is no person who is legally bound for her support. She owns and is 
possessed of a small house and lot, situate on Pine street, in the city of Syracuse, 
worth, in the opinion of deponent, not to exceed $1,200, where she and her daughter 
reside. 

Her daughter is unmarried. Said Mary M. Walrath does not own any other prop¬ 
erty. That said Mary M. Walrath is a woman past 67 years old, and she is in poor 
health and unable to earn anything by her daily labor. She is also unbalanced men¬ 
tally, very morose and gloomy, and her daughter is obliged to remain with and care 
for her. All the income there is to support her and h<*sr daughter and pay the taxes 
on the home is said pension of $8 per n onth. That deponent states the above facts 
from personal intimate knowledge obtained from observation and examination of the 
affairs of said Mary M. Walrath; and this statement and affidavit is in deponent’s 
own hand and made by him without prompting or dictation from anyone. 
- He further declares that he has no interest in said case and is not concerned in its 
prosecution. 

Caius A. Weaver. 

State of New York, County of Onondaga, ss: 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this day by the above-named affiant; and I cer¬ 

tify thatlread said affidavitto said affiant, including the words “seven” and “she,” 
added, and acquainted him with its contents before he executed the same. I further 
certify that I am in nowise acquainted with said case, nor am I concerned in its prose¬ 
cution; and said affiant is personally known to me, and that he is a credible person. 

[sear.] William J. Anderson, 
Notary Public. 
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State of New York, County of Onondaga, ss: 

In the matter of Mary M. Walrath, widow of Ezra L. Walrath, of the One hundred 
and fifteenth Regiment of New York Volunteers. 

Personally appeared before the undersigned, duly authorized to administer oaths 
within and for said county, Dr. Jerome H. Coe, aged 53 years, whose post-office is 
Syracuse, county of Onondaga, State of New York, who, being duly sworn, states 
in relation to said matter as follows, to wit: That he is a practicing physician, and 
that he was acquainted with said soldier for about fifteen years prior to his death; 
he knows the said widow, Mary M. Walrath, and has attended her at various times 
during the past two years in a professional capacity. He deposes that she is in very 
feeble health, suffering from a variety of ailments, having double inguinal hernia, 
indigestion, malassimilation, bronchitis, etc. She is very thin in flesh, extremely 
haggard in appearance, and an almost total physical wreck. Besides being physic¬ 
ally unable to care for herself, her mind is unbalanced and weak. At times the 
condition of her mind can only be described by the term insane. She requires con¬ 
stant, unremitting care, being totally disabled in both body and mind. 

And affiant further states that he has no interest in this claim. 
Jerome H. Coe, M. D. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me on the 2d day of December, 1896; and I hereby 
certify that the contents of this affidavit were fully made known to the affiant before 
signing, and I have no interest in this claim or its prosecution. 

[seal.] George B. Warner, 
Notary Public, Onondaga County, N. ¥. 
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